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Website Club Calls Recruits to Plan for the 
Digital Future of UNHS 
By Udeme Udom 

 

       UNHS is getting innovative! The Website Club is run predominately 
by students with the help of Mr. Kyle Liao, UNHS’ technician, and 
chemistry teacher Mr. Viteri. Students take a lead on how they want the 
school’s website to function and represent UNHS. 
     Website Club takes place every Tuesday during 6th period lunch in 
Ms. Pintak’s room. Don’t worry if you can’t make it to the club meetings. 
That’s the beauty of the website club. Tasks will be relayed through 
emails. Some responsibilities include updating the UNHS staff directory 
and events calendar as well as getting pictures that show UNHS activi-
ties. These are not the limitations of the club, because as Mr. Liao says, 
“This club is about open-mindedness to ideas that will have a lasting im-
pact on UNHS.”   
      The Website Club will also be a good opportunity for students to get 
community service hours while helping UNHS move into the digital age. 
To promote UNHS publicity, the club initiated #UNHS. The next time 
you share pictures or a post on Instagram or Twitter about UNHS, make 
sure you add #UNHS. Students in the National Honor Society who are 
interested in Website Club can talk to Mr. Moulder, the trigonometry 
teacher and National Honor Society advisor, about joining the website 
club for community service hours. However, all students, not just Nation-
al Honor Society members, are welcome! 
       Keep an eye out for club information posters around the hallways for 
more details about joining Website Club.  

Freshmen Venture to  
Medieval Times 
By Stephanie Chen 

      On October 19th, the Freshman class jour-
neyed to the mystical land of New Jersey in or-
der to get a taste for Medieval life. To start the 
day, special skit was performed by the Queen 
focusing on the daily life of a knight. Being a 
knight was not only about wearing fancy clothes 
and the glory of battle but most importantly 
chivalry. Chivalry is those around them. Bran-
don Alvarez recalls, “I realized that I can do 
things to help others in my day to day life.” 
 

NHS Volunteers at the Local Soup Kitchen  
By Ella Valenzuela  
      

On October 5th, a cohort of National Honor Society members visited 
the Bowery Mission soup kitchen to give back to their community. The 
Bowery Mission is a non-profit  organization that provides community 
services and programs, including shelter, clothing and daily meals to 
the homeless and hungry of New York City. Student volunteers, along 
with chaperones Mr. Moulder, Ms. Liu, and Ms. Loccisano, walked 
together to the kitchen. Once there, all volunteers donned aprons and 
hair nets and set out to serve. Each member was given their own role, 
whether it was handing out plates, dishing out rice, passing out desserts, 
or pouring drinks. Student volunteers worked a two-hour shift feeding 
those in need with a smile on their faces. Nzinga Stewart, a student vol-
unteer, recalls, “It’s important to give back to the community, even 
though at times it was hard to see children and teenagers in need. 
Homelessness isn’t about race or gender—it can happen to anyone and 
[they] deserve help. I am looking forward to going back.”  

[Top] Stanley Lau, Bonnie Huang, Ely Segura, [bottom] Nzin-

ga Stewart, Kimberly Lallman, Angel Cortina, Udeme Udom, 

and Sally Jiang in front of The Bowery Mission.  

Students await the show to start at Medieval 

Times. [Photo by Ms. Loccisano.] 
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UNHS Kicks off the School Year with Spirit Week! 
The week of Halloween, Student Government had their first Spirit Week of the year. Below are just a 
few photos that capture how successful Spirit Week was. Photos were sent in by senior Skylyn Medina, 
sophomore Isabella Cooper, and English teacher Ms. Loccisano.  

Teachers [top] Ms. Hazizaj, Mr. Wohlers, Ms. Silbereis, Mr. Damaskos, Mrs. 
Kowalsky, Ms. Loccisano, Mr. Moulder, Ms. Constantinou, [bottom] Ms. 
Pintak, and Ms. Haff dressed up for Halloween as the Tune Squad.  

[Top] Iman Khan, Mishayla Carcana, Ivan Degtyarev, Janeil Johnson, Jacili-
ny Da Silva, Tamina Chowdhury, [bottom] Shania Jones, Basmattie Bharrat, 
Kelly Espino, Brooklynn Thomas, and Joey Wu are snuggly for Pajama Day.   

Seniors Kim Lallman, Mame Kebe, and Reydania 
Munoz rock their onesies.   

Monday — Pajama Day 

Wednesday — Costume Day  

Mr. Ryan and senior Jaden Rodriguez went all out as Rick and 
Morty.  

Senior Kimberly 
Garcia poses in her 
butterfly costume for 
Costume Day. 



 

Annjalie Chander 
and Aissatou    

Diallo representing 
the seniors in pink 

for Color War. 

Tuesday — Twin Day 

Mr. Fox  and Mr. Moulder show their 11th grade pride posing with some of 

the 11th grade class by wearing orange for Color War.  

Freshmen Anthony Nicot and Vanessa 
Calderon pose for Twin Day.  

Mr. Damaskos and Mr. Moulder twinning for Twin Day. 

Thursday — Color War Day 

Friday — Student/Teacher Swap Day 

Seeing double? Seniors Somaiya 
Akter and Aissatou Diallo twinning 
for the day.  

Mr. Wohlers really takes on the  
student role with his hood up and 
phone out.  Ms. Haff and senior 

Annjalie Chander 
swap roles for a 
day.  



Opinion: The Dark Ages and Possible Renaissance of Journalism 
By Herla Altman 

 

 “Journalism is (once again) in crisis. This time, the sky really does seem to be falling,” says Jeffrey Dvorkin, the au-
thor of “Why Click-Bait Will Be the Death of Journalism.” In the 12th grade Journalism class taught by Ms. Haff, we dis-
cussed how journalism as a whole is declining nationwide because newspapers are losing readers. Consequently, this is caus-
ing a massive loss in newspaper revenue, and newspaper companies are shutting down because of this. Therefore, if some-
thing isn’t done about this issue soon, the future of journalism will enter a period of the Dark Ages and the average citizen 
will also be affected negatively by this concerning situation. One solution I propose for this issue is to encourage people to 
purchase hard copies of newspapers. 
 In John Oliver’s segment during his show, Last Week Tonight with John Oliver, he said that newspaper companies 
have been “closing and downsizing for years.” I believe this is because news can be reached in seconds using our phones or  
any available technology that has access to the internet. This allows people to retrieve news for free and not rely on paid pa-
per copies of the newspaper. Although this might be practical for many of us, many editors and people working in the jour-
nalism industry are losing their jobs. One of the reasons, according to Oliver, was that “a big part of the blame for this indus-
try’s dire straits is on us and our unwillingness to pay for the work journalists produce.” Oliver also mentioned that since we 
are so used to “getting our news for free,” this makes us existentially less inclined to want to pay for it.  Since we are not 
buying newspapers or reading articles online that often, we end up getting our information from social media or other compa-
nies that collect news from the actual newspapers and publish their version for free on their websites and social media. 
Hence, journalists are not getting paid for their hard work. I interviewed a world history teacher at University Neighborhood 
High School, Michael Kazaks, and asked how he got his daily news and he said, “I find my news on my phone or in any digi-
tal format available instead of a hard copy [of the newspaper]”. He also mentioned how we moved away from “hard copy 
newspapers” because of our digital age. This information is supported by Dvorkin’s article when he stated, “Increasingly, 
content isn’t created by journalists once employed by legacy media. It comes from freelancers, citizen journalists, bloggers, 
and vloggers. Freelancers are being hired while experienced, older journalists are laid off.” Since real journalists are not even 
writing the articles, can we trust that the articles we are reading are actual fact based or just plain rubbish?  Another problem 
that drives people even further away from real journalism is the fact that people want to read about trifles and not really read 
about what is going on in the world around them. Oliver briefly mentioned in his segment, “Sooner or later we are either go-
ing to have to pay for journalism or we are all going to pay for it.” 
 So, we either start buying newspapers or subscribing to them online or we are all going to enter a black hole of per-
petual ignorance regarding pressing social issues and important current events. Has mankind degenerated that much? I doubt 
Plato, Lord Byron, Arthur Conan Doyle, Jane Austen, William Shakespeare and many other literary geniuses of our past 
would approve of this unfortunate, but real, situation. However, I have not despaired; every problem has a solution, like eve-
ry door with a lock has a key and if there isn’t a key, make one. A proposed solution to fix this problem is to really encourage 
people to pay for news and printed newspapers. This could be done by making clickbait illegal and implemented paid news 
online. Buying and reading newspapers will help save journalism— and our brains— from reaching its limit in stupidity.  

Freshman Venture to Medieval Times (cont.) 

Medieval knightly system which gave firm moral conduct rules. Chivalry encourages everyone to be their best self and to help 
those around them. Brandon Alvarez recalls, “I realized that I can do things to help others in my day to day life.” 

After the skit, the tournament began. Each school was represented by a single knight. UNHS’s knight was the Black 
and White Knight. During the tournament, each knight competed in three rounds of competition demonstrating their impecca-
ble: jousting, weaponry, horsemanship and falconry. Students were spirited in shouting encouragement, especially with the add-
ed incentive of receiving a rose from our knight. Unfortunately, the Black and White Knight lost in the semi-final round How-
ever, Bentou Kebe cannot wait to learn more about the Medieval period: “I’m looking forward to learning more about what it’s 
like to have lived back then.” The freshmen will be learning about the Medieval time period in the spring with Mr. Cavalli, the 
9th grade Global Studies teacher.  



Class of 2019    
Visits NYPL  
College Fair  
By Somaiya Atker  
 

 On Friday, October 
26th, the senior class was giv-
en the opportunity to attend 
the annual NYC College Fair 
hosted by the New York Pub-
lic Library in Bryant Park. 
This all-day event included 
over 20 colleges from BMCC 
to Binghamton University 
where students could inquire 
about the application process 
and their course offerings. One 
of the biggest highlights of the 
trip were the information pan-
els through CUNY and 
SUNY that discussed the 
FAFSA process, D.R.E.A.M. 
students, college essays, and the admission process. Most of these panels were led by the deans of admissions and students at 
various colleges. Students were even able to meet with the deans after and discuss their personal interests in the schools.   
 Students also had the ability to explore the NYPL throughout the day, seeing the Teen Lounge and the catalog room. 
“I really enjoyed that this event allowed students to explore the library. The panels I felt were the most informative and gave 
students a better understanding of what to expect next year,” said senior Cesar Solano.  
 The senior class was fortunate enough to have been given this opportunity to see more schools before the application 
deadlines at the end of November. Ms. Tsao and the teachers who attended the trip stated that they hope to make this an an-
nual event for our school.  

The class of 2019 poses in front of the NYPL in Bryant Park before entering the college fair. 

[Photo taken by Ms. Haff.] 

UNHS Makes Strides 
Against Breast Cancer at 
Central Park Walk  
By Kimberly Garcia  
 

On October 14th, students and teach-
ers gathered at Central Park to partici-
pate in the annual Avon Making 
Strides Against Breast Cancer walk. 
This is UNHS’ first time participating 
in this walk but it definitely won’t be 
the last.  
 UNHS raised money during 
the weeks leading up to the walk by 
selling T-shirts and having bake sales 
during school hours. We reached out 
to our teachers and parents to donate 
to this cause, and it really paid off. 
UNHS was able to raise over $1,300 
for the foundation.  

A huge thank you to all those that 
donated and participated in this 
event!  

 

Students and staff gathered in Central Park during the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 
walk. [Photo taken by Ms. Loccisano.] 



New Peer Mentorship Program Offered at UNHS 

By Monserrat Perez 

 
 “Congratulations! You have been nominated to be a peer mentor.” On Monday, October 29th, a group of roughly 25 
upperclassmen received these notices, inviting them to be mentors to their younger peers. This new mentorship program is 
organized by none other than Mr. Moulder and Mr. Damaskos in a joint effort to motivate the underclassmen. Damaskos 
noted, “Now that it is my second year [at UNHS], I found that I was able to solidify my curriculum [for physical education 
and health]. Now I can focus on extracurricular activities such as the mentorship program or handball.” 

While the program is still getting its kinks worked out, it seemed that it has students genuinely interested. On Octo-
ber 31st, there was a mandatory meeting for those who wished to partake in this opportunity, directed by Damaskos himself 
as the representative for the 12th grade. During the meeting, the mentors got to know each other and more about the pro-
gram.  

Mentors were chosen based on academic success. Mr. Molder specified, “The mentors have been nominated by the 
faculty because they are good leaders and role models.  

Mr. Damaskos was able to offer a few specifications of the program. “The first time mentors and mentees will be 
together is December 5th. Mentors and mentees will be paired in January by Mr. Moulder and I.” Mr. Damaskos hopes to 
see students connect at the first meeting. “Naturally, underclassmen may gravitate towards specific upperclassmen [that they 
may know].” He believes that connections may be formed on their own. 

But they also have a strategy for keeping track of the interactions. Through meetings, Damaskos and Molder will 
see if the pairs are truly a good fit. “With our weekly meetings, we will have wrap-ups where we will solve any arising is-
sues.” The teachers also plan on having monthly meetings as a way to see students interacting and continue to gauge the 
pairs. Not only this, but “because it's a close-knit school, we can easily see mentors and their mentees around the school.” 
This allows the coordinators to see them interacting naturally and out of a formal situation. 

It was also mentioned that Mr. Damaskos was a mentor himself back in high school. “I volunteered because I was 
bullied in middle school. I knew how it felt.” To him, it was a rewarding experience for both the mentors and the mentees, 
and it is something he reflected on during our interview. 

“We were going on a field trip. [This was back] when I first realized I wanted to be a mentor. It was after a kid was 
going off the walls. I asked him what was going on and as he explained what was happening to him, and I tried helping. It 
was a dual effort.” 

It is clear that this will be a wonderful opportunity for both the mentors participating and the mentees. “I believe 
mentors are going to get a lifelong sense of self-satisfaction that they are helping others. A selfless act. Mentees would get a 
role model, a positive experience that they may not otherwise receive. I would hope to see a long-lasting experience.” 

Students Represent UNHS at the High School Fair  
By Annjalie Chander  
  

On the weekend of October 13th, several students and staff showed their school spirit by attending the Manhattan High 
School Fair.  During this event, students tried to show current 8th graders and their parents exactly why they should apply to 
UNHS. Many parents were interested to 
find out how many College Now classes we 
offer and the number of extra curricular ac-
tivities we have. It was a great opportunity 
to see what potential freshmen we could 
have for the upcoming year and see so many 
parents try and find our school because they 
have heard how great we are. Keep on the 
lookout for our next high school fair; we’re 
always looking for volunteers to promote 
UNHS! 

Juniors pose in front of the school board at the High School Fair.  



UNHS Panthers Seeking Statement Year 

By Shahria Shakhawat 
 

  It is a new school year, and basketball season is back for the winter! For the past two years, our Panthers have done 
nothing but improve under new coaching management by Coach Kornfeld. Last season, the team finished with a 13-5 record 
before losing in the playoffs. Winning the first school playoff game has been a priority for this organization for a while now 
and this year, the team is confident that they will deliver something that has not been done yet in UNHS history. In an inter-
view with senior and fellow Panther Brandon Lara, we discussed the possibilities of the playoffs this year. 

While there are 7 seniors on this team, only a few started this journey along with Coach Kornfeld back in 2016. One 
of those few is Brandon, and when asked about his expectations for this season, he replied, “[I hope we] dominate the season 
and hopefully go undefeated. We do have the potential, so if we are all on the same page as well as play to the best of our 
abilities, we can make it far. I hope to at least win a playoff game and go far in the brackets.” 

There is no doubt that the road to the playoffs might be harder compared to last year after losing valuable talent and 
height with past seniors who have graduated. Brandon agreed with this statement and noted, “The major difference from our 
team compared to other teams is our height. We lost our tallest player and that was a solid piece of the team. Even though 
he’s gone, we have a smart team and one of the best shooters in our division as well.” 

With the team currently 0-2, this season does appear to be a challenge, but with practice, dedication and a positive 
mindset there is hope for the team yet. What Brandon and myself are looking forward to the most is the Homecoming Game 
on December 14th at Basketball City. Brandon noted, “I feel like seeing our friends and alumni cheering us on that day will 
give us the boost we need to keep going.”  

Senior Class Updates! 
 Senior dues are past due! See Mrs. Kowalsky (room 405) during lunch periods to 

check in on your payment status.  
 

 Senior pictures are in! You must have paid Mrs. Kowalsky your dues in full in or-
der to receive your prints. Retake appointments will be announced in December.  

 

 Remember to join the Google Classroom page for Senior Activities.  
 

 Want to contribute to your yearbook? Yearbook Club with Ms. Haff will begin on 
December 11th. Meetings will be held after school on Tuesdays in room 405.  A 
meeting will be held on December 
3rd to go over the requirements to 
join the yearbook staff.   



UNHS CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

11/1 Thursday Senior internship interviews in library during lunch periods; SLT meeting 

(originally scheduled for 11/7) 
 

11/2 Friday 11th grade trip to Philadelphia; Deloitte Academy Day at 30 Rock, grade TBD 
 

11/6 Tuesday Chancellor’s Conference Day (no students)  
 

11/8 Thursday Beautiful on Broadway 
 

11/12 Monday Veterans Day (school closed) 
 

11/14 Wednesday UNHS Open House, 5-6:30 P.M.; PTA meeting 
 

11/16 Friday UNHS Unity Lunch; Deloitte Academy, grades 10-12, 2:45-4:45 P.M. 
 

11/20 Tuesday Open House 9-10:30 
 

11/21 Wednesday End of 2nd marking period 
 

11/22-23 Thursday, Friday Thanksgiving Recess: School closed 
 

11/27 Tuesday UNHS Open House, 9-10:30 A.M. 
 

11/28 Wednesday Dance Trip to Movement Research, 15-20 students, 11:30 A.M.-2:30 P.M. 

11/29 Thursday Parent-Teacher Evening, 4:30-7:30 P.M. 
 

11/30 Friday Parent-Teacher Afternoon, 12:30-2:30 P.M. 
 

 DECEMBER

 

12/4 Tuesday Broadway show: The Band’s Visit, 7-9:30 P.M. 
 

12/6 Thursday 9th grade Honors English trip: My Fair Lady  (missing last three periods); 

dance trip to Alvin Ailey 
 

12/7 Friday Deloitte Academy, 2:45-4:45 P.M. 
 

12/12 Wednesday Intro to Business job shadowing trip (The Dr. Oz Show), 7:30 A.M.-1:00 P.M.; 

SLT/PTA meetings – Financial Aid Night 
 

12/20 Thursday Trip to Jack and the Beanstalk at Abrons (60 students); UNHS Winter Talent 

Show 
 

12/24-

1/1 

Monday-
Monday 

Winter Recess: School closed 
 

 NOVEMBER 


